
The Life and Times of Edgar Allan Poe Rubric (100 pts)
F (below 59 pts)

Needs help.
D (60-69 pts)
Getting there.

C (70-79 pts)
Well done!

B (8--89 pts)
Excellent!

A (90-100 pts)
Perfect!

Ideas
the meaning or 
the development 
of the message, 
and how it is 
proven with 
details

• Hard to understand; 
much confusion and 
excessive ambiguity.

• Many topics for entries 
missing; entries are 
not well-researched, 
thorough, or well-
developed.

• No supporting details.
• No photos, videos, 

links, and other 
interactive media to 
enrich project.

• Less than three 
sources total used or 
no books/articles 
used.  Some sources 
not approved.

• Seldom clear; 
considerable 
confusion and 
ambiguity.

• Some topics for 
entries missing; 
entries are generally 
not well-researched, 
thorough, and well-
developed.

• Details do not 
necessarily support 
entries.

• Includes only a few 
photos, videos, links, 
and other interactive 
media to enrich 
project.

• Less than three 
sources total used or 
no books/articles 
used.  Some sources 
not approved.

• Fairly clear; some 
confusion and 
occasional ambiguity.

• Most topics for entries 
addressed; some but 
not all entries are well-
researched, thorough, 
and well-developed.

• Supporting details 
attempted, but not 
sufficient in most 
entries.

• Includes some photos, 
videos, links, and 
other interactive media 
to enrich project.

• Less than three 
sources total used or 
no books/articles 
used.  Some sources 
not approved.

• Mostly clear and 
understandable; little 
confusion or 
ambiguity.

• All topics for entries 
addressed; entries are 
for the most part well-
researched, thorough, 
and well-developed.

• Supporting details 
develop all entries.

• Includes many photos, 
videos, links, and 
other interactive media 
to enrich project.

• At least three sources 
(including one books/
articles) properly used.  
All sources approved.

• Clear and easy to 
follow; no confusion or 
ambiguity.

• All topics for entries 
addressed; entries are 
well-researched, 
thorough, and well-
developed.

• Very strong, relevant 
supporting details 
enrich entries.

• No questions left in the 
reader’s mind.

• Includes many photos, 
videos, links, and 
other interactive media 
to enrich project.

• At least three sources 
(including one books/
articles) properly used.  
All sources approved 
by Mss. Barth.

Organization
the internal 
framework of the 
piece including 
topic sentence,
clincher sentence
and how the rest 
of paragraph 
relates to them

• Missing topic 
sentences.

• Missing closing 
sentences.

• Entries do not have 
clear topics.

• Information from 
sources not cited at 
all.

• Trite, boring, or 
confusing topic 
sentences or missing 
topic sentences in 
some entries.

• Missing closing 
sentences in many 
entries.

• Entries do not stay on 
topic.

• Much information from 
sources improperly 
cited or not cited at all.

• Basic topic sentence 
in entries.

• Missing closing 
sentences in a few 
entries.

• A few parts of some 
entries stray from 
topic.

• Some information from 
sources improperly 
cited or not cited at all.

• Interesting topic 
sentence in entries.

• Obvious closing 
sentences bring most 
entries to a close.

• Almost everything in 
each entry relates to 
topic sentence.

• Almost all information 
from sources properly 
cited.

• Excellent and 
insightful topic 
sentences in each 
entry.

• Insightful closing 
sentences go “one 
step beyond” in many 
entries by transitioning 
into the next entry’s 
topic.

• Everything in each 
entry relates to topic 
sentence.

• All information from 
sources properly cited 
according to 
instructions given on 
assignment sheet.

Voice
the way the 
writer brings the 
topic to life

• No inner voice comes 
through the writing.

• Inner voice seldom 
strong or clear.

• Voice sometimes 
comes through.

• Voice clear and/or 
strong.

• Voice very clear, 
strong, and engaging; 
shows personal style.

• Reader can hear 
writer’s voice in his/her 
head.
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Word Choice
the specific 
vocabulary the 
writer uses to 
convey the 
meaning

• Wording incorrect or 
imprecise. 

• All nouns general and 
verbs passive or 
vague.

• Writer is not able to 
create a picture in the 
reader’s mind.

• Wording often 
incorrect or imprecise.

• Most nouns general 
and verbs passive.

• Much awkward 
wording.

• Writer barely attempts 
to create a picture in 
the reader’s mind.

• Wording sometimes 
incorrect or imprecise.

• A few specific nouns 
and occasional active 
verbs.

• Some awkward 
wording.

• Writer attempts to 
create a picture in the 
reader’s mind.

• Phrases work well; 
wording mostly correct 
and usually precise.

• Some nouns specific 
and most verbs active.

• Writer is able to create 
a glimmer of a picture 
in the reader’s mind.

• Accurate, precise, and 
engaging wording; 
interesting word 
choices.

• Nouns are specific and 
almost all verbs are 
active.

• Writer creates 
pictures, moods, and 
feelings in reader’s 
mind.

Sentence 
Fluency
the way the 
words and 
phrases flow 
throughout the 
text

• Choppy, rambling or 
incomplete.

• Oral reading not 
possible.

• Simplistic, repetitive 
sentence beginnings.

• Does not attempt to 
use sentence-
composing tools and/
or semicolons.

• Occasional use of 
words to connect 
sentences to one 
another. 

• Oral reading difficult.
• Only slight variation in 

sentence beginnings.
• Does not attempt to 

use sentence-
composing tools and/
or semicolons.

• Sentences usually 
connect.

• A few compound or 
complex sentences.

• A few parts sound 
good read aloud.

• Some sentences begin 
in different ways.

• Attempts to use at 
least one sentence-
composing tool and/or 
semicolons but may 
not be successful.

• Sentences connected 
with transitions.

• Some compound or 
complex sentences.

• Can be read aloud 
with ease.  

• Many sentences begin  
in different ways.

• Successfully uses at 
least one sentence-
composing tool and/or 
semicolons.

• All sentences clearly 
tied together.

• Creative use of 
sentence structure.

• Effective, engaging 
transitions.

• Sounds great when 
read out loud.

• Lots of sentence 
variation.

• Successfully uses 
multiple sentence-
composing tools and/
or semicolons.

Conventions
the mechanical 
correctness of 
the piece

• Errors in grammar, 
spelling, or 
conventions impede 
understanding. 

• Missing bibliography 
or does not utilize 
MLA style.

• Some major errors in 
grammar, spelling, or 
conventions.

• Some MLA errors.

• Numerous minor 
errors in grammar, 
spelling, or 
conventions. 

• MLA errors infrequent.

• A few minor errors in 
grammar, spelling, or 
conventions.

• MLA style correct for 
the most part.

• No grammar, spelling, 
or conventions errors. 

• Includes a 
bibliography in MLA 
style.

Presentation
overall 
appearance

• Project lacks any 
creativity or originality.

• Unacceptable use of 
technology and many 
issues with visual 
appeal, cleanness and 
neatness, and 
navigation.

• Project generally lacks 
creativity and 
originality.

• Some issues with use 
of technology, visual 
appeal, cleanness and 
neatness, and 
navigation.

• A few parts of project 
are creative.

• Although not 
innovative or new, is 
somewhat engaging 
use of technology.

• Somewhat visually 
appealing, some 
issues with cleanness 
and neatness, and 
some issues with 
navigation.

• Many parts of project 
are creative.

• Although not 
innovative or new, is 
engaging use of 
technology.

• For the most part 
visually appealing, 
clean and neat, and 
easy to navigate and 
follow.

• Entire project is 
impressive in its 
creativity and 
originality.

• Innovative and 
engaging use of 
technology.

• Visually appealing, 
clean and neat, and 
easy to navigate and 
follow.

Grade & 
Comments

This rubric is adapted from Ms. Reimer’s rubric.


